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The people lived in darkness, but they will see a 

great light. They lived in a place as dark as death, 

but a great light will shine on them. 

God, You will make the nation grow, and You will 

make the people happy. They will rejoice in Your 

presence as they do at harvest time. That will 

happen because You will lift the heavy yoke off their 

shoulders and take away their heavy burden. You 

will take away the rod that the enemy used to punish 

Your people. 

This will happen when the special Child is born. God 

will give us a Son who will be responsible for leading 

the people. His name will be:  

“Wonderful Counselor, Powerful God, 

Father Who Lives Forever, 

Prince of Peace.” 

His power will continue to grow, and there will be 

peace without end. This will establish Him as the 

king sitting on David’s throne and ruling His 

kingdom. He will rule with goodness and justice 

forever and ever. The strong love that the LORD All-

Powerful has for His people will make this happen! 

-- The Prophet Isaiah 9:1-4, 6-7  
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700 Years Later…  

During the time when Herod ruled Judea, there was a priest 

named Zechariah. His wife was Elizabeth. Zechariah and 

Elizabeth were both good people who pleased God. They did 

everything the Lord commanded, always following His 

instructions completely. But they had no children. Elizabeth 

could not have a baby, and both of them were very old. 

 

Zechariah was serving as a priest before God for his group. It 

was his group’s time to serve. The priests always chose one 

priest to offer the incense, and Zechariah was the one chosen 

this time. So he went into the Temple of the Lord to offer the 

incense. There was a large crowd outside praying at the time 

the incense was offered. 
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Then, on the right side of the incense table, an angel of the Lord 

came and stood before Zechariah. When he saw the angel, 

Zechariah was upset and very afraid. But the angel said to him, 

“Zechariah, don’t be afraid. Your prayer has been heard by God. 

Your wife Elizabeth will give birth to a baby boy, and you will 

name him John. You will be very happy, and many others will 

share your joy over his birth. He will be a great man for the 

Lord. Even before he is born, he will be filled with the Holy 

Spirit. 

 

“John will help many people of Israel return to the Lord their 

God. John himself will go ahead of the Lord and make people 

ready for His coming. He will be powerful like Elijah and will 

have the same spirit. He will make peace between fathers and 

their children. He will cause people who are not obeying God to 

change and start thinking the way they should.” 

Zechariah said to the angel, “How can I know that what you say 

is true? I am an old man, and my wife is also old.” 
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The angel answered him, “I am Gabriel, the one who always 

stands ready before God. He sent me to talk to you and to tell 

you this good news. Now, listen! You will not be able to talk 

until the day when these things happen. You will lose your 

speech because you did not believe what I told you. But 

everything I said will really happen.” 

Outside, the people were still waiting for Zechariah. They were 

surprised that he was staying so long in the Temple. Then 

Zechariah came outside, but he could not speak to them. So the 

people knew that he had seen a vision inside the Temple. He 

was not able to speak, so he could only make signs to the 

people. When his time of service was finished, he went home. 

Later, Zechariah’s wife Elizabeth became pregnant. So she did 

not go out of her house for five months. She said, “Look what 

the Lord has done for me! He decided to help me. Now people 

will stop thinking there is something wrong with me.” 



Page 8 

During Elizabeth’s sixth month of pregnancy, God sent the 

angel Gabriel to a virgin girl who lived in Nazareth, a town in 

Galilee. She was engaged to marry a man named Joseph from 

the family of David. Her name was Mary. The angel came to her 

and said, “Greetings! The Lord is with you; you are very special 

to Him.” 

But Mary was very confused about what the angel said. She 

wondered, “What does this mean?” 

 

The angel said to her, “Don’t be afraid, Mary, because God is 

very pleased with you. Listen! You will become pregnant and 

have a baby Boy. You will name Him Jesus. He will be great. 

People will call Him the Son of the Most High God, and the Lord 

God will make Him king like His ancestor David. He will rule over 

the people of Jacob forever; His kingdom will never end.” 

Mary said to the angel, “How will this happen? I am still a 

virgin.” 
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The angel said to Mary, “The Holy Spirit will come to you, and 

the power of the Most High God will cover you. The Baby will be 

holy and will be called the Son of God. And here’s something 

else: Your relative Elizabeth is pregnant. She is very old, but she 

is going to have a son. Everyone thought she could not have a 

baby, but she has been pregnant now for six months. God can 

do anything!” 

Mary said, “I am the Lord’s servant. Let this thing you have said 

happen to me!” Then the angel went away. 

Mary got up and went quickly to a town in the hill country of 

Judea. She went into Zechariah’s house and greeted 

Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the unborn 

baby inside her jumped, and she was filled with the Holy Spirit.  

II 
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In a loud voice she said to Mary, “God has blessed you more 

than any other woman. And God has blessed the baby you will 

have. You are the mother of my Lord, and you have come to 

me! Why has something so good happened to me? When I 

heard your voice, the baby inside me jumped with joy.  

Great blessings are yours because you believed what the Lord 

said to you! You believed this would happen.”  

Then Mary said, 

“I praise the Lord with all my heart. 

  I am very happy because God is my Savior. 

  I am not important, but He has shown His care for me, His 

lowly servant. 

  From now until the end of time, people will remember how 

much God blessed me. 

  Yes, the Powerful One has done great things for me. 

  His name is very holy. 

  He always gives mercy to those who worship Him. 

  He reached out His arm and showed His power. 

  He scattered those who are proud and think great things 

about themselves. 

  He brought down rulers from their thrones and raised up the 

humble people. 

  He filled the hungry with good things, but He sent the rich 

away with nothing. 

  God has helped Israel—the people He chose to serve Him. 

  He did not forget His promise to give us His mercy. 
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  He has done what He promised to our ancestors, to Abraham 

and His children forever.” 

Mary stayed with Elizabeth for about three months and then 

went home. 

 

 

 

Mary was engaged to marry Joseph. But before they married, 

he learned that she was expecting a baby. (She was pregnant 

by the power of the Holy Spirit.) Mary’s husband, Joseph, was a 

good man. He did not want to cause her public disgrace, so he 

planned to divorce her secretly. 
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But after Joseph thought about this, an angel from the Lord 

came to him in a dream. The angel said, “Joseph, son of David, 

don’t be afraid to accept Mary to be your wife. The Baby inside 

her is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a Son. You will 

name Him Jesus. Give Him that name because He will save His 

people from their sins.” 

All this happened to make clear the full meaning of what the 

Lord said through the prophet: “The virgin will be pregnant and 

will give birth to a Son. They will name Him Immanuel.”  

(Immanuel means “God with us.”) 

When Joseph woke up, he did what the Lord’s angel told him to 

do. He married Mary.  
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It was about that same time that Augustus Caesar sent out an 

order to all people in the countries that were under Roman rule. 

The order said that everyone’s name must be put on a list. 

Everyone traveled to their own hometowns to have their name 

put on the list. 

So Joseph left Nazareth, a town in Galilee, and went to the 

town of Bethlehem in Judea. It was known as the town of 

David. Joseph went there because he was from the family of 

David. Joseph registered with Mary because she was engaged 

to marry him. (She was now pregnant.)  

While Joseph and Mary were in Bethlehem, the time came for 

her to have the Baby. She gave birth to her first Son. She 

wrapped Him up well and laid Him in a box where cattle are fed. 

She put Him there because the all guest rooms were full. 
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That night, some shepherds were out in the fields near 

Bethlehem watching their sheep. An angel of the Lord 

appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord was shining around 

them. The shepherds were very afraid.   

The angel said to them, “Don’t be afraid. I have some very good 

news for you—news that will make everyone happy. Today 

your Savior was born in David’s town. He is the Messiah, the 

Lord. This is how you will know Him: You will find a Baby 

wrapped in pieces of cloth and lying in a feeding box.” 

Then a huge army of angels from heaven joined the first angel, 

and they were all praising God, saying, 

“Praise God in heaven, and on earth let there be peace to the 

people who please Him.” 

The angels left the shepherds and went back to heaven. The 

shepherds said to each other, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see 

this great event the Lord has told us about.” 
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So they went running and found Mary and Joseph. And there 

was the Baby, lying in the feeding box. When they saw the 

Baby, they told what the angels said about this Child. Everyone 

was surprised when they heard what the shepherds told 

them. Mary continued to think about these things, trying to 

understand them. The shepherds went back to their sheep, 

praising God and thanking Him for everything they had seen 

and heard. It was just as the angel had told them. 

When the Baby was eight days old, He was circumcised, and He 

was named Jesus. This name was given by the angel before the 

Baby began to grow inside Mary. 
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Jesus was born in the town of 

Bethlehem in Judea during the 

time when Herod was king. After 

Jesus was born, some wise men 

from the east came to 

Jerusalem. They asked people,  

“Where is the Child who has been 

born to be the King of the Jews? 

We saw the star that shows He 

was born. We saw it rise in the sky 

in the east and have come to 

worship Him.” 

When King Herod heard about this, it upset him as well as 

everyone else in Jerusalem. Herod called a meeting of all the 

leading Jewish priests and teachers of the law. He asked them 

where the Messiah would be born. They answered, “In the 

town of Bethlehem in Judea, just as the prophet wrote: 

‘Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, you are important among the 

rulers of Judah. Yes, a Ruler will come from you, and that Ruler 

will lead Israel, My people.’” 

Then Herod had a private meeting with the wise men from the 

east. He learned from them the exact time they first saw the 

star. Then he sent them to Bethlehem. He said, “Go and look 

carefully for the Child. When you find Him, come tell me. Then I 

can go worship Him too.” 
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After the wise men heard the king, they left. They saw the same 

star they had seen in the east, and they followed it. The star 

went before them until it stopped above the place where the 

Child was. They were very happy and excited to see the star. 

The wise men came to the house where the Child was with His 

mother Mary. They bowed down and worshiped Him. Then they 

opened the boxes of gifts they had brought for Him. They gave 

Him treasures of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  

But God warned the wise men in a dream not to go back to 

Herod. So they went home to their own country a different 

way. 
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After the wise men left, an angel from the Lord came to Joseph 

in a dream. The angel said, “Get up! Take the Child with His 

mother and escape to Egypt. Herod wants to kill the Child and 

will soon start looking for Him. Stay in Egypt until I tell you to 

come back.” 

So Joseph got ready and left for Egypt with the Child and the 

mother. They left during the night. Joseph stayed in Egypt until 

Herod died.  

While Joseph was in Egypt, Herod died. An angel from the Lord 

came to Joseph in a dream and said, “Get up! Take the Child 

with His mother and go to Israel. Those who were trying to kill 

the Child are now dead.” 

So Joseph took the Child and the mother and went to Israel. But 

he heard that Herod’s son was now king in Judea. So Joseph 

was afraid to go there. Then, after being warned in a dream, he 

went away to the area of Galilee. He went to a town called 

Nazareth and lived there.  

-- Luke 1, 2; Matthew 2 
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Jesus said, 

“Let the little children 

come to Me. 

Don’t stop them, 

because God’s kingdom 

belongs to people 

who are like 

these children.” 

--  Matthew 19:14 

 

 

 


