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The Greatest Sermon Ever 

Preached 
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What was the greatest sermon ever preached? That’s an easy question to 

answer! The ones Jesus preached Himself. Here we find Jesus talking to all 

of His followers and then in a more intimate sharing with His chosen 12 

disciples.  

 

What is the key to a joy-filled life? What does Jesus think is most 

important? How should we live as His followers?  What do we do when 

those with whom we share Jesus’ good news mock us? May you find out 

together as you read and discuss these selections from the gospel of 

Matthew.  

 

Eleven sessions for group discussion or individual Bible study.
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The Sermon on the Mount – Kingdom Culture 

 

Getting Acquainted 

Pretend that tomorrow you have the day off and you can do anything you want, no 

limits! What are you doing? 

 

READ: Matthew 4:23-5:16 

1. This is the beginning of Jesus' longest and most famous sermon recorded in the 

gospels. Who is in the audience? 

2. In your own words, what does it mean to be "blessed"? 

3. What does it mean to be "poor in spirit"? Why would only these people be eligible to 

receive the Kingdom of God? 

4. What could be positive about mourning a loss (such as loss of a loved one or other 

kind of loss such as a job, relationship, or something else of value to you)? See Isaiah 

61:2-3.  

5. What does it mean to be meek? Why would it be meek people and not strong people 

who inherit the earth? Is it wrong then to try hard and dream big dreams? Why or 

why not? 

6. What would it look like to hunger and thirst for righteousness? What would that 

look like in your house? On your job? At your school? In our nation? In the world, 

especially in response to terrorist attacks? 

7. How do we balance hunger for righteous with mercy? What would mercy look like 

in your house, your job, your school, our nation, as the nations deal with terrorism? 

8. Based on these opening verses (5:3-7) what does Jesus value? How does this clash 

with what our culture values? 

 

Getting Personal 

1. Are these values of Jesus surprising to you? How so? 

2. Which of these attributes come easy to you?  

3. Which of these do you struggle with? What one small step can you take towards this 

value next week? 
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The Sermon on the Mount – Cultivating Peace 
 

Getting Acquainted 

Tell us about a person in your life who has extraordinary good character. 

 

READ: Matthew 5:3-20 

1. What does it mean to be "pure in heart"? Why would that be a requirement for 

seeing God?  

2. The people in the audience for this sermon were really seeing God in the flesh, yet 

some did not "see" Him.  Why not? 

3. What does it mean to be a peacemaker? What is the difference between making 

peace when there is a conflict and just trying to keep the peace? 

4. What could be a positive outcome of being persecuted or mocked for our faith? 

5. Why would the good new of the gospel--that God loves us and sent His Son to 

restore our broken relationship--cause people to want to persecute or mock us? 

6. How could someone "hide his or her light"? What would "letting our light shine 

before men" look like? 

 

Getting Personal 

1. Think of two people you know, one who is pure in heart, and another who is not. 

Tell us about them. 

2. Do you usually enjoy or avoid conflict? How could you be more of a peacemaker in 

a relationship where there often conflict?  

3. As followers of Jesus, we are not supposed to blend in with everyone else. We are 

supposed to look different. In what areas of your life are you different than the 

people around you? Are their positive effects? What are they? 

4. In what area of your life are you conforming to the world's values and not the values 

of faith in Christ? What is preventing you from living as "salt and light" in this area? 
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The Sermon on the Mount – Anger  
 

Getting Acquainted 

Think of a recent time when you were angry with someone. Tell us about that. 

 

READ Matthew 5:17-26 

1. What are "the Law and the Prophets"? (Verse 17) What was Jesus' opinion of them? 

2. The Pharisees and teachers of the Law were the religious elite and leaders of that 

day like the Pope is in our day. Jesus' audience was common people, both Jews and 

gentiles. How would these people feel about verse 20? 

3. How could these common people's righteousness surpass those of the religious 

leaders? What did Jesus mean by that? 

4. Jesus continued by giving a concrete everyday example of contrasting the law of 

external behaviors with the internal attitude of the heart. Do you think verse 22 is 

unreasonable? How so? 

5. Instead of staying angry and bitter, what did Jesus tell the people to do? Why did 

Jesus tell them that? What was His purpose? His goal for them? 

6. Read Romans 12:17-21. Sometimes we cannot restore relationships with others 

because they are unwilling. What did Paul instruct us here? 

 

Getting Personal 

Jesus' instructions seem straightforward but when we have been hurt or wronged by 

others, this is so hard to do. The last thing we want to do is the make the first move 

towards the person who wronged us.  

1. Who do you need to reconcile with?  

2. What have been the results of holding on to your anger and bitterness? To yourself? 

To others around you?  

3. What one small first step can you take towards reconciliation? 

4. Maybe you have someone in your life that you are not angry with, but you think 

they are an idiot and even though you don't call them "fool" out loud, you think it 

often. What small first step can you take towards Jesus' truth with that person? 

5. Maybe you have had success in reconciling with someone recently. Tell us about 

that. 

Remember, Jesus is patient with us as we work out these matters of the heart. He 

understands how difficult they are for us and He sends the Holy Spirit to work the 

miracle of reconciliation in our lives. 
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The Sermon on the Mount – Love and Marriage 
 

Getting Acquainted 

Tell us about your first love. What attracted you to him/her? 

 

READ Matthew 5:27-32 

1. Jesus tells us in verses 27-28 that lust is sin. Do you think this is unreasonable? How 

could Jesus expect us to keep this rule? 

2. What is Jesus saying about the seriousness of lustful desires in verses 29-30? He 

doesn't expect us to cut out our eyes or cut off our hands. Then what does He 

expect? 

3. How are lustful desires different in women than men? What do women need to 

guard against? What do men need to guard against? What are some practical steps 

we can take to stay pure? 

4. What do verses 31-32 tell us about marriage and divorce?  

5. Read Matthew 19:3-9. What was God's original intent for marriage?  

6. Why did Moses permit divorce?  

7. What was the one reason given here to allow divorce? Why do you think that is the 

only reason given? 

8. Read Malachi 2:13-16. How does God feel about divorce? Why? 

 

Getting Personal 

1. In a society where sexual freedom is the norm and divorce is commonplace, do you 

feel Jesus' teaching unreasonable, unrealistic, and old fashioned? How so? 

2. Think of friends and family members you know well whose lives have been 

impacted by divorce. Tell us about someone who was impacted negatively and 

another who experienced a positive impact. Why was it negative? Why was it 

positive? 

3. As Disciples of Christ, how should we treat people who have been divorced or are 

contemplating divorce? What do we say? What do we do? 
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The Sermon on the Mount – Telling Truth, Showing Mercy  
 

Getting Acquainted 
Think about the last time someone lied to you. What happened? How did you feel? 
 

READ Exodus 21:18-25, Leviticus 24:17-22 and Deuteronomy 19:15-21 

Moses wrote these books in the Old Testament after the Jews were freed from Egypt. God gave 

laws to His people to show how He wanted them to live together in community. 

1. What does Moses tell the people to do when someone was wounded? When someone was 

killed? 

2. How were lying witnesses to be treated? 

3. Why were the people told not to pity the wrong doer in Deuteronomy 19:21? 

4. Do you think this is fair? Why or why not? 

 

READ Matthew 5:33-48 

5. What does Jesus say about telling the truth? What does He say about keeping our word? 

6. Why do you think He says this?  

7. How does Jesus tell us to treat people who have physically hurt us? When others have taken 

our possessions? 

8. Why does Jesus tell us to do this? (See verses 43-48) 

9. Do you think this is fair? Why or why not? 

10. How is God's Law given to Moses different from Jesus' sermon?  

11. Why do you think Jesus is teaching this now? 

12. Are we really supposed to be perfect? (Verse 48) What does Jesus mean by that? 

 

Getting Personal 
1. Do you have difficulty telling the truth? When do you find it difficult? Why is it difficult? 

2. Do you have difficulty keeping your word and your promises to people? When is it 

difficult? Why is it difficult? 

3. When have you seen people changed because they were shown love despite their 

wrongdoing? If you have never seen this, do you think this is possible? 

4. How do we show love to someone who has demonstrated they are dangerously hurtful, 

unrepentant and untrustworthy? 

5. What person do you have difficulty praying for and being loving towards because of a past 

hurt? Let's pray about that. 
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The Sermon on the Mount – Prayer and Fasting 
 

Getting Acquainted 

Think about the last time you prayed. Where were you? What prompted you to pray? What did 

you pray about? 

 

READ Matthew 6:1-4 

1. Jesus assumes we are doing good deeds. How does He tell us to do them?  

2. Why do you think He tells us this? 

 

READ Matthew 6:5-8 

3. Jesus assumes we are praying. How does He tell us to pray? What specifics does He give us?  

4. Why do you think He tells us this? 

 

READ Matthew 6:9-15 

5. Jesus gives the people a sample prayer. What does this tell us about how we should pray? 

6. What does it tell us about the purpose of prayer? 

7. How is forgiveness linked to prayer? 

 

READ Matthew 6:16-18 

8. Jesus assumes we are fasting. How does He tell us to fast?  

9. Why do you think He tells us this? 

10. What is the purpose of fasting? 

 

Getting Personal 
1. Do you have a time set aside on a regular basis to serve others as a volunteer? What ways 

do you go over and above at work or home to care for others? Consider your attitude 

during this time of serving. Is there something that needs to change in order to better honor 

God? 

2. How’s your prayer life? What specifics need to change in order for you to draw closer to 

God and to honor Him? 

3. Do you fast? If yes, tell us about that.  If not, would you consider skipping a meal this week 

to seek God and draw closer to Him?  

 

Let’s pray for the Holy Spirit to come and heal/change our hearts where it is needed in these 

matters. These things can only be accomplished in the power of the Spirit! 
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The Sermon on the Mount – Love of Money 
 

Getting Acquainted 

What are you saving up for? A dream vacation? New car? Something for your home?  

 

READ Matthew 6:19-24 

1. What do you think Jesus means by verses 19-20?  

2. How do we store up treasure in heaven? 

3. What do you think Jesus means when he says “the eye is the lamp of the body”? 

What is a healthy eye? An unhealthy eye? 

4. The Message translation gives us more insight and reads: “Your eyes are windows 

into your body. If you open your eyes wide in wonder and belief, your body fills up 

with light. If you live squinty-eyed in greed and distrust, your body is a dank 

cellar.” The world we live in encourages mistrust and greed. When we struggle with 

these attitudes, how can we move towards wonder and belief?  

5. Do you agree with Jesus that being devoted to God and earthly riches are mutually 

exclusive? Explain. 

6. How do we know when we are serving earthly riches? How does that look like in 

our life? 

 

READ Matthew 6:25-34 

7. Is Jesus saying we should not work hard or try to get a good job or save for 

retirement? What is His point? What is the difference between constructive planning 

and useless worry? 

8. We do worry and there are very real things in life to worry about that could harm 

our loved ones, things over which we have no control and ourselves. What comfort 

is Jesus giving us here regarding our worries? 

 

Getting Personal 

1. Was there something big you purchased but were disappointed because it was not 

what you expected, or was damaged, or you lost/broke it too soon? Or maybe you 

just lost interest in it? Tell us about that. 

2. If tomorrow you decided to seek first the kingdom and righteousness of God as you 

work, go to school, manage your home, and converse with family, how would that 

look? What is one step you can take in that direction?  
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The Sermon on the Mount – Judgment, Discernment, and Trust 

 
Getting Acquainted 

Think about the last time someone criticized you. Who was it? How did you feel? What 

did you do? What happened? 

 

READ Matthew 7:1-6 

1. Why does Jesus tell us not to judge others? 

2. What must we do before we advise others on their issues? 

3. Jesus tells us to be careful about offering God’s wisdom to others in verse 6. Why? 

4. Does this mean we should never judge others? Why or why not? 

5. Other verses on judging others can be found in Romans 14:4, James 4:11-12,                

1 Corinthians 4:3-5 and 1 Corinthians 5:9-13. What additional information does this 

give us about judging others inside and outside of the family of faith?   

 

READ Matthew 7:7-11 

6. What do these verses tell us about God? 

7. What can we expect from God? 

8. What does God want from us? 

9. Why would God tell us to repeatedly ask for something when we believe He knows 

what we need and He wants what’s best for us? (Matthew 6:8) 

 

Getting Personal 

1. Have you experienced offering someone good and godly wisdom only to have that 

person turn vicious on you? Tell us what happened. 

2. Is there someone in your life who you tend to criticize? What specifically would you 

do differently if you were to take Jesus’ words to heart? 

3. Do you have a hope/dream/desire that you have given up on? Why have you given 

up? Let’s pray about that together. 
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The Sermon on the Mount – Two Pathways 
 

Getting Acquainted 

How are you with directions? Do you usually get lost or can you always find your way? 

 

READ Matthew 7:12-29 

1. See verse 12. Why does God care how we treat one another? 

2. Jesus describes two pathways in verses 13-14. What is He referring to? Where do the 

two different ways lead? 

3. Jesus describes two types of prophets in verses 15-23. He tells us that false prophets 

will look like true ones. How can we tell them apart? 

4. In verse 24 Jesus talks about “everyone who hears these words of Mine.” Now that 

is us. We have heard the wise teaching of Jesus that Matthew, the tax collector, 

wrote down 2000 years ago. What does Jesus tell us to do with His words? What 

happens to us if we do? What happens to us if we don’t? 

5. Why does Jesus want us to follow His ways? 

6. Does Jesus mean we need to perfectly follow His law in order to enter the kingdom 

of heaven? Why or why not? 

7. None of us are perfect. All of us, even if we truly believe in Jesus and try really, 

really hard, still sin sometimes. What do we do then? How can we avoid being like 

the false prophets and the foolish people He talks about in this scripture? 

 

Getting Personal 

1. Jesus said a lot in the Sermon on the Mount. He talked about anger, reconciliation, 

lust, divorce, honesty, retaliation, loving our enemies, serving others, prayer, fasting, 

money, anxiety, judging others and trusting God. Was there one thing that stuck out 

to you in this study series? How can you put His words into practice this week? 

2. Even if nothing stuck out to you, Jesus leaves us with a simple sermon in a sentence 

in verse 12. What one way can you put this into practice this week?   
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Sermons of Jesus – Sharing the Good News 
 

Getting Acquainted 

You’re going on vacation. Do you pack light? Or do you fill up the car to the brim with 

items “just in case?” What’s your reasoning behind how you pack? 

 

READ Matthew 9:35-10:8 

1. What was Jesus doing (verse 9:35)? 

2. What was Jesus concerned about (verse 9:36)? 

3. What did Jesus do about His concern first (verse 9:37-38)? 

4. What did He do next? 

5. What specifically did He tell His disciples to do in verses 10:7-8? 

6. What attitude did Jesus tell them to have? 

 

READ Matthew 10:9-15 

In that culture, it was the custom to open your home and welcome traveling strangers.  

7. Why did Jesus tell them to travel light? 

8. What should they do when people did not welcome them? 

 

Matthew 10:16-31 

9. Jesus told them they would be able to do everything He Himself had been doing – 

preach, cast out demons, and heal the sick. What should they expect as they do His 

works? 

10. What should they do when they experience this? 

11. How can they face these things without fear? 

 

Getting Personal 

1. The 12 disciples were preaching to their countrymen, but they were speaking to 

strangers. We share about Jesus with our family and friends. Should we also “shake 

the dust off of our feet” with them? When, if ever, is that appropriate? 

2. We live in a culture increasingly hostile to faith in Jesus. We are truly sheep among 

wolves. Practically speaking how can we “be as shrewd as snakes and as innocent as 

doves”? 
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Sermons of Jesus – Fearless 
 

Getting Acquainted 

What issues do you believe are most important to resolve in our country and in the 

world in order for peace to be maintained?  

 

READ Matthew 10:27-42 

1. Earlier that day, Jesus selected 12 men out of the crowd of people who followed Him 

to go out to the people of Israel. What does Jesus tell them to do in verse 27? 

2. Jesus tells us we will fear someone, either God or other people. We can choose 

whom to fear and there are huge implications to what choice. Why should we not 

fear other men and women? 

3. Why should we fear God? What are the consequences of that choice?  

4. What is the danger of wanting the approval of another person too much? 

5. What does it mean to acknowledge Jesus before other people? Give an example. 

6. Hebrews 13:20 tells us our God is a God of peace. Almost all the New Testament 

letters begin with “Grace and peace to you from God.” What does Jesus mean here 

that He did not come to bring peace in verse 34? What is the difference between 

what Jesus says here and what is said in Hebrews? 

7. What does it mean to take up our cross (verse 38)? 

8. What does it mean to lose our lives (verse 39)? 

 

Getting Personal 

1. Do you acknowledge Jesus and His work in your life to the people in your life? If 

not, why not? 

2. Which people in your life are you most concerned about their opinion and approval 

of you? How can you apply this scripture to your relationship with them? 

3. What is your cross? How are you dealing with it? What would “taking it up” look 

like in your life? 

4. What do you want now in your life that is filling up your thoughts? What is a first 

step towards putting Jesus and His will and His glory first in your life? Let’s pray 

about that.  
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